expense of millions of black Americans. Swaine’s purpose in this book is to
propel the accomplishments of those black ballplayers that followed Robinson
into a more prominent place in baseball’s narrative about the breaking of the
color barrier.

With great detail and precision, Swaine notes the incredible persistence and
remarkable achievements of these black ballplayers, focusing on the challenges
both on and off the field that paved the way for future generations of black
players—among them the great Hank Aaron, the last Negro Leaguer to play in
the Major Leagues.

Robinson dominates most discussions that detail the breaking of the color
barrier; however, remaining consistent with the book’s title and theme, Swaine
devotes only one chapter to Robinson’s biography and statistics. Although per-
haps a bit too brief, the chapter nevertheless highlights the enormous impact
Robinson had upon the game, prompting Swaine to describe Robinson as “the
most historically significant baseball player ever” (13). To his credit, however,
Swaine avoids rehashing an existent, albeit brilliant, narrative that has been
told by a great many baseball historians.






